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PHMC Keeps the “Lights On” 

For a second successful 
year, PHMC and the City 
of Philadelphia joined 
forces to celebrate Lights 
On Afterschool Day.  

The Afterschool Alliance 
reports that, throughout 
the United States, nearly 
one million students, par-
ents and program staff 
celebrated Lights On After-
school. Even President 
Obama has recognized it as 
a day to acknowledge the 
impact of afterschool pro-
gramming on the lives of 
young people.  

In Philadelphia, after-
school providers from 
across the city came to 
Thomas Paine Plaza, near 
City Hall, for the October 
18th event. There they 
enjoyed an afternoon of 
speeches, performances 
and student activities. High 
school students from the 
Philadelphia Youth Net-

work (PYN) hosted the 
event, while students from 
Southeast Asian Mutual 
Assistant Associations 
Coalition (SEAMAAC) 
served as DJs. Lights On 
also featured perform-
ances by  students from 
United Communities of 
Southeast Philadelphia, 
Saints Tabernacle and 
Wordsworth Human Ser-
vices. 

Agencies outside of the 
DHS-funded OST net-

work also participated in this 
year’s Lights On celebration.   

Break dancers from the 
Southeast Philadelphia Col-
laborative wowed the audi-
ence with a dynamic dance 
routine. Singers from the 
School District of Philadel-
phia Regional Talent Center 
at Martin Luther King High 
School sang a selection of 
Motown favorites. Students 
from the Department of 
Parks and Recreation per-
formed a vignette about 
youth violence.      

Mayor Nutter also spoke 
briefly about the role after-
school programs play in 
ensuring youth safety and 
promoting education.  

Lights On Afterschool  
was accompanied by a film 
premier. “Brooklyn Castle,” 
a documentary about a New 
York City junior high school 
chess team, screened at the 
Philadelphia Film Festival. 
Representatives from the 
production company, as well 
as staff members from the 

 Welcome! 
Every day at PHMC, we 

hear exciting and inspiring 
stories about local OST 
programs. The work you do 
for the youth of Philadelphia 
is indispensible, and we are 
delighted to recognize your 
contributions.  

Each quarter, this news-
letter will serve as a forum to 
broadcast your highlights 
and successes. Call it a cur-
tain call, a pep rally, or a 
victory lap, but it is just our 
way of saying, “Keep up the 
good work!” 

Afterschool Activities Part-
nership (ASAP) worked 
together to spotlight chess 
instruction in afterschool 
programs across the city.  

Students who attended 
Lights On also had the op-
portunity to participate in 
activities hosted by the Free 
Library of Philadelphia, the 
United Way and BuildOn. 
Planning for next year’s 
event is already underway.   Students from Philadelphia Youth Network MC the event.  

An OST chess club member 
considers his next move. 

Mayor Nutter Speaks about afterschool programming. 
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Staff and students at the 
Boys and Girls Club-
Cramp OST program used 
Project-Based Learning to  
engage parents with the 
afterschool program and 
strengthen students’ family 
bonds and connections.  

Over the course of a six 
week project students stud-
ied family models and ex-
plored the traits that 
strong, committed families 
have in common.  

Students prepared a 
video for parents in which 
they talked about the activi-
ties that they enjoy doing as 
a family. Students also cre-
ated a quilt of appreciation 
for parents.  

The project culminated 
in an October event for 

parents, students and staff. 
At the event, students 
screened the video for 
parents, and also presented 
the appreciation quilt. 

BGC program uses PBL to engage parents 

 

A number of changes to 
the Keystone STARS pro-
gram have been imple-
mented as part of the Ris-
ing STARS initiative. These 
changes will affect OST 
programs as they partici-
pate in the Keystone 
STARS system.  

The Start with STARS 
designation has been elimi-
nated. Going forward, a 
site that is interested in 
participating in Keystone 
STARS can do so by par-
ticipating in Orientation 
PLUS, a day-long session 
of required professional 
development workshops.  

A number of OST pro-
viders have already partici-
pated in the November and 

December sessions, with 
more to follow in the com-
ing months.  

OST programs can move 
from STAR 1 to STAR 2 
by participating in Move 
Up Mania. After last year’s 
successful cohort, this 
year’s Move Up Mania 
orientation will take place 
on January 28th. 

Merit awards have also 
been reallocated. Keystone 
STARS grants are now 
concentrated more heavily 
on STAR 3 and 4 sites, 
although some financial 
rewards are available to 
STAR 1 and 2 sites. These 
include limited merit 
awards, CCIS daily rate add
-ons, and education awards. 

Students, parents, and even PHMC staff, attended the 
culminating event for BGC’s parent engagement project 

Keystone STARS 
affect OST programs 
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We want to hear from you! To contribute articles or topics, 
please contact Jason Schwalm, jschwalm@phmc.org 
 
OST Programs in the PHMC system are funded in part by the 
City of Philadelphia Department of Human Services and PA State 
Act 148 funds. 

Contact Us: 

 The culminating event 
gave students the opportu-
nity to demonstrate new 

knowledge to parents. Also, 
at the event, parents and 
students played games and 
participated in activities. 

Program Specialist Kristen 
Coe attended the event, and 
enjoyed the activities. “The 
culminating event provided a 
great opportunity for stu-
dents and their parents to 
have fun and connect in a 
meaningful way,” Coe said. 
“It was great to see the OST 
program facilitate such a 
positive experience for stu-
dents and their families.” 

Maria Garcia, Site Director 
at BGC-Cramp, explains that 
this project provided a great 
opportunity to engage par-
ents with the OST program. 
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