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Students Shine at PBL Summer Cup

Students from Congreso-Fairhill pose with their poster

PHMC hosted the first 
annual PBL Summer Cup on 
Tuesday, August 9th. Stu-
dents from elementary and 
middle school OST pro-
grams throughout Philadel-
phia came to Enon Taberna-
cle Baptist Church to pre-
sent projects to a panel of 
judges, perform for one 
another, and compete for 
the now-coveted PBL Cup.

Part science fair and part 
talent show, the PBL Sum-
mer Cup featured a variety 
of project topics. The win-
ner of this year’s competi-
tion, Cambodian Associa-
tion of Greater Philadelphia, 
used the Summer Olympics 
as a vehicle to explore the 
cultures of countries around 
the world. 

The students prepared a 
tri-fold board with informa-
tion they learned while com-
pleting the project, and also 
presented traditional dances 
from Cambodia, a frequent 

Olympic Games participant.

Students at the Institute 
for the Development of 
African-American Youth 
(IDAAY) OST program at 
Wagner Middle School com-
pleted a project about the 
relationship between human 
beings and the natural world, 
and received 2nd place in 
the middle school division. 
The 3rd place winner in the 
elementary school division, 
Young Achievers Learning 
Center, Creighton Elemen-

tary School, studied the dif-
ferences between domesti-
cated animals and their wild 
counterparts.

Over 200 students and 
staff members from 25 OST 
programs participated in the 
event, and judges came from 
organizations across the city, 
including the United Way, 
the Franklin Institute, Foun-
dations Inc. and the City of 
Philadelphia. Pictures are 
available on Facebook, at 
“Philly OST.” 

“It was great for our kids 
to have a public venue to 
share their work,” said 
Timothy Gibbon, the Site 
Director at Congreso de 
Latinos Unidos-Fairhill Ele-
mentary School.

Ultimately, the success of 
the PBL Summer Cup can 
be measured by the positive 
responses from participating 
students. Katikka Harris, the 
Site Director at Indochinese 
American Council-Logan 
Elementary School, said 
“our students are still talking 
about what they saw and 

Welcome!
Every day at PHMC, we 

hear exciting and inspiring 
stories about local OST 
programs. The work you do 
for the youth of Philadelphia 
is indispensible, and we are 
delighted to recognize your 
contributions. 

Each quarter, this news-
letter will serve as a forum to 
broadcast your highlights 
and successes. Call it a cur-
tain call, a pep rally, or a 
victory lap, but it is just our 
way of saying, “Keep up the 
good work!”

Communities in Schools 
student demonstrates PBL 
Cup science project 

Students discuss a project with Tom Sheaffer, Director 
of Policy and Evaluation and Fiscal Director for the 
Deputy Mayor’s Office of Health & Opportunity

enjoyed!” At the Education 
Works-Blankenburg Ele-
mentary School OST pro-
gram, the spirit of friendly 
competition is alive and well. 
“The students saw what it 
takes to win and are deter-
mined to come in first place 
next year,” said Jacynda 
Williams, Site Coordinator.

Meanwhile, plans are al-
ready underway for next 
year’s PBL Summer Cup.



This summer, Belmont 
Charter School, host of one 
of the city’s largest OST 
programs, tried something 
new. Recognizing the bene-
fits of Project-Based Learn-
ing (PBL), the OST pro-
gram and summer school 
staff joined forces to incor-
porate PBL into the school 
day. What resulted was an 
engaging, rewarding experi-
ence for even the most 
reluctant learners. 

Traditionally, summer 
school is only offered to 
students who are in danger 
of failing an academic sub-
ject, but using PBL, Bel-

mont Charter was able to 
offer an enriching educa-
tional experience to stu-
dents of every skill level.  

“I loved having a mix of 
high and low performing 
students in summer 
school.  My struggling stu-
dents were inspired to 
work harder,” said Jill 
Lesser, a 1st grade teacher 
at Belmont Charter School. 
While completing PBL 
projects, students created a 
museum about penguins, 
ran a school store, and 
made a kid-friendly bro-
chure about Philadelphia. 

All groups enhanced 
their learning by utilizing 
resources outside of the 

School, OST Staff, Join Forces for Summer Teaching

Three OST providers 
served as pilot sites for the 
new OST Healthy Living 
Guidelines this summer. 
The Guidelines, created 
through a partnership be-
tween the Health Promo-
tion Council (HPC) and the 
City of Philadelphia’s Get 
Healthy Philly project, limit 
screen time and consump-
tion of sugary drinks and 
encourage physical activity.

OST staff members at 
Community Education 
Alliance of West Philadel-
phia, Boys and Girls Club 
of Philadelphia and Words-
worth Human Services 
attended workshops pro-
vided by HPC as part of 
this initiative, and imple-
mented the nutrition and 
physical activity guidelines. 

The sites also imple-
mented health and nutri-

tion curriculum to accom-
pany this new initiative. 

At Boys and Girls Club-
Sullivan Elementary, stu-
dents and staff organized a 
Health and Nutrition Fair 
for students, parents and 
community members. Sulli-
van OST students demon-
strated fitness routines and 
led their parents in the 
“Rethink Your Drink” 
activity. Using information 
found on the nutrition 
labels of their favorite so-
das, students measured the 
total amount of sugar in the  
drinks, and showed the 
results to their parents.

The OST Healthy Living 
Guidelines will be imple-
mented at an additional six 
pilot sites during the 2011-
2012 school year, in antici-
pation of system-wide im-
plementation in FY 2013. 

Belmont Charter  teacher and student discuss project
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We want to hear from you! To contribute articles or topics, 
please contact Jason Schwalm, jschwalm@phmc.org

OST Programs in the PHMC system are funded in part by the 
City of Philadelphia Department of Human Services and PA State 
Act 148 funds.

Contact Us:

classroom, including the 
library, local businesses, guest 
speakers, and Philadelphia 
landmarks.

“The best part was seeing 
the pride the students took in 
their accomplishments,” 

commented Greg Glasheen, 
3rd grade teacher.  

His sentiments are shared 
by the entire Belmont Char-
ter community. Belmont 
OST will definitely use this 
model again next summer! 

By: Emily Hirshorn, Site 
Director, Comm. Educ. 
Alliance of West Phila.


