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OST B-Ball League Hosts Tournament

Martha Washington students pose with trophy 

Eleven OST programs 
received a Certificate of 
Compliance (a Department 
of Public Welfare license) 
during the 2011 fiscal year. 
As licensed programs, these 
sites are eligible for subsidies 
through Keystone STARS 
and CCIS, as well as gener-
ous education grants for 
qualifying staff members.

Throughout the year, 
PHMC supported this proc-
ess through individualized 
coaching and other intensive 
supports. Program Monitor 
David Finzimer, aided by 
Marion Brown, helped pro-
grams complete required 
forms and secure necessary 
documentation. Entering the 
2012 fiscal year, licensure 
remains a priority at PHMC.

Middle school students 
at the Martha Washington 
School OST program 
(operated by the Commu-
nity Council for Mental 
Health and Mental Retarda-
tion) celebrated their vic-
tory in the OST basketball 
league championship on 
Thursday, May 19th. 

The championship game 
culminated a season that 
began in January, and fea-
tured six teams from OST 
programs in West and 
Southwest Philadelphia.

Patrick Rushing, Site 
Director at the Martha 
Washington OST program, 
and Will Pena, from Dr. 
Warren E Smith Health 
Centers, formed the OST 
basketball league for mid-
dle school students. “The 
Championship was a great 
success,” said Rushing, 

praising his students’ hard 
work,  consistent atten-
dance and good behavior. 

PHMC Fiscal Monitor 
Duane Watts noted that 
students from other teams 
in the league, who had 
played well but been elimi-
nated earlier in the tourna-
ment, attended the champi-
onship game and supported 
their fellow student-athletes. 
“That shows real character 

and maturity,” Watts said. 
Program Monitor Holly 
Gonzales said, “I was im-
pressed by the skill level of 
players on both teams.”   

Preparations have already 
begun for summer skill-
building workshops, as well 
as next year’s basketball 
league. Those providers 
interested in participating 
can contact Patrick Rushing 
at prushing@ccmhmr.org.

Welcome!
Every day at PHMC, we 

hear exciting and inspiring 
stories about local OST 
programs. The work you do 
for the youth of Philadelphia 
is indispensible, and we are 
delighted to recognize your 
contributions. 

Each quarter, this news-
letter will serve as a forum to 
broadcast your highlights 
and successes. Call it a cur-
tain call, a pep rally, or a 
victory lap, but it is just our 
way of saying, “Keep up the 
good work!”

The Sunrise of Philadel-
phia OST program cele-
brated the success of a 
number of its graduates 
during this year’s School 
District of Philadelphia 
commencement season.

Dominique Oliphant, a 
senior at Edward W. Bok 
Technical High School, has 
been accepted to Drexel 
University and awarded the 
Philadelphia Liberty Schol-
arship. He plans to study 
engineering. Mr. Oliphant 
is a founding member of 
the Gay/Straight Alliance 

at Bok High School. At the 
Sunrise OST program, he 
was an active participant in 
t h e  R o b o t i c s  C lu b . 
“Dominique found a haven 
in the Sunrise of Philadel-
phia after-school program,” 
said the Site Director, 
Loretta Crea. “Having this 
program to come to at the 
end of each day meant a 
great deal to him.”

The Sunrise of Philadel-
phia OST program is espe-
cially proud of its graduates 
who have overcome learning 
disabilities on their road to 

academic success; Rasheed 
Green, a 2011 graduate, is 
interested in law enforce-
ment, and hopes to pursue 
a career as a School Police 
Officer. 

Trevon Mitchell will 
graduate in 2011 after elect-
ing to remain at Bok High 
School for a fifth year. Crea 
praised Trevon’s maturity, 
his ability to assess his own 
level of preparation, and 
his commitment to educa-
tion. “His character is what 
distinguishes him from 
others,” she said.

Programs 
Reap Benefits 
of  Licensure



Across Philadelphia, 
OST providers benefit 
from partnerships formed 
with other organizations in 
the community. 

One such provider is 
Variety-The Children’s 
Charity, a Philadelphia 
agency committed to pro-
viding a safe environment 
for students with disabili-
ties to engage in educa-
tional, therapeutic, and 
social activities during the 
after-school hours. 

The Variety high school 
OST programs at Furness 
and Widener  Schools place 
a high premium on career 
preparation. With the sup-
port of local agencies like 
Ken’s Krew and Liberty 
Resources, the OST pro-
grams at both Furness and 
Widener  provide job train-
ing and placement assis-
tance to students as they 
prepare to graduate. 

This year, the Variety 
high school OST program 

at Widener is celebrating 
the success of eight gradu-
ates. When asked, “What 
do you plan to do when 
you graduate,” every stu-
dent at Widener expressed 
an interest in securing em-
ployment. 

Carrie Williams hopes to 
work with children. Basim 
Watkins is eager to live on 
his own. 

A number of students, 
including Cesar Bocachica, 
Ramesha Williams, plan to 
complete classes or work 
programs at organizations 
like Liberty Resources.

Variety Prepares Graduates for Work, Independence 

The Hip-Hop Heritage 
program at Southeast Asian  
Mutual Assistant Associa-
tions Coalition, Inc. 
(SEAMAAC) was featured 
in a pair of articles in the 
Daily News on Saturday, 
May 28th. 

Students in the Hip-Hop 
Heritage program learn 
break-dancing moves from 
veteran dancers (or “b-
boys,” as they call them-
selves). These instructors 

also teach the history of hip
-hop music, as well as the 
strength and physical fit-
ness exercises necessary to 
prepare a student for the 
arduous, often acrobatic b-
boy dance moves.

SEAMAAC is currently 
preparing for its 27th Anni-
versary Celebration, on 
Thursday, June 9th, when 
student-dancers from the 
Hip Hop Heritage program 
will perform. 

Variety Graduates: (From L to R) Cesar Bocachica, Carrie Williams, Rynell Townsend, 
Jessie Morrison, James Shelton, Ramesha Williams, Steven Hennigan, Basim Watkins

SEAMAAC featured 
in Daily News
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OST Programs in the PHMC system are funded in part by the 
City of Philadelphia Department of Human Services and PA State 
Act 148 funds.
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To support these career 
aspirations, the Variety OST 
program at Furness High 
School hosted its third an-
nual Job and Transition Fair, 
and over 15 potential em-
ployers and transitional ser-
vice providers attended.  

“Almost every agency our 
youth would need is available 
in one location,” said Site 
Director Rob Chisolm. Vari-
ety’s graduates, like seniors 
throughout Philadelphia, are 
eager to see what life has in 
store for them. 


