
 

High school students at 
the Catholic Social Ser-
vices-Cardinal Bevilacqua 
Community Center OST 
Program competed in a 
“Restaurant Wars”-style 
competition in December 
(cssoutofschooltime.org).  

After receiving culinary 
training from Chris Koch, a 
professional chef at nearby 
Greensgrow Farms, the 
students split into teams, 
designed restaurant con-
cepts, and ultimately dem-
onstrated their new skills to 
parents and a panel of 
judges (greensgrow.org).  

To ready themselves for 
the competition — the 
culminating event of an 
eight-week long Project-
Based Learning planning 
cycle — students on each 

team gained valuable career 
skills. Some students 
staffed the “front of the 
house,” planning the décor 
and working as maitre d’s 
and waiters, while others 
focused on culinary tech-
niques and kitchen safety 
skills, working as line cooks 
and chefs.  

Karen Smuck-Tylek, the 
PBL Coordinator at 
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Students Battle in “Restaurant Wars” 

Students Receive Knife Safety Instruction from Chef Koch 

Middle school students  at 
Congreso de Latinos Unidos 
raised awareness of domes-
tic violence through a series 
of public service announce-
ments (congreso.net). The 
students, from the Julia de-
Burgos OST program, 
wrote, filmed and edited the 
videos, assisted by members 
of the Scribe Video Center 
Community Visions project 
(scribe.org). 

Students learned filmmak-
ing skills, as well as impor-
tant lessons about domestic 
violence in Philly communi-
ties. The videos were pre-
sented to family and com-
munity members, followed 
by a discussion, among staff, 
students and parents, about 
domestic violence preven-
tion strategies.  

PHMC, applauded the inte-
gration of PBL and career 
exploration. “A PBL class-
room is about more than 
textbooks and worksheets,” 
she said. “It’s about explor-
ing the interests of students, 
like career skills, in an engag-
ing, meaningful way.”  

 Ultimately, the competi-
tion was a great success. 
Holly Gonzales, a Program 
Monitor at PHMC and judge 
for the competition, was 
impressed by the professional 
quality of the food and the 
service. “I would have hap-
pily paid for a meal from 
these students,” she said. 

 With the kinds of career 
training the students at Cardi-
nal Bevilaqua Community 
Center received, maybe one 
day she will.  

 Welcome! 
Every day at PHMC, we 

hear exciting and inspiring 
stories about local OST 
programs. The work you do 
for the youth of Philadelphia 
is indispensible, and we are 
delighted to recognize your 
contributions.  

Each quarter, this news-
letter will serve as a forum to 
broadcast your highlights 
and successes. Call it a cur-
tain call, a pep rally, or a 
victory lap, but it is just our 
way of saying, “Keep up the 
good work!” 

A CBCC Student Prepares for the Dining Competition 

Parent of  6 OST Students, also a Staff  Member 
 Throughout Philadel-

phia, OST providers bene-
fit from the involvement of 
parents who donate time 
and money to support pro-
gramming. At Education 
Works-Germantown, this 
relationship is exemplified 
by Shamika Bolger.  

With six children, ages 9-
15, enrolled in the pro-
gram, Ms. Bolger “has 
always been a dedicated 
parent, offering assistance 
whenever needed,” says 
Site Coordinator, LaTasha 
Stone. And so, when the 
site had an opening for a 

front desk monitor, Bolger 
“was the ideal candidate.” 
“She knows the majority of 
the families we serve,” says 
Stone, and is a  familiar face 
to students. Education Works 
is fortunate to have a parent 
like Ms. Borger. 
 (educationworks-online.org). 



 

Students Celebrate Holidays, Diversity through PBL  
This winter, holiday-

themed PBL activities pro-
vided Philadelphia OST 
programs an opportunity to 
celebrate their students’ 
cultural heritage.  

“We have African-
American, Caucasian stu-
dents, Hispanic and Asian 
students,” explains Damien 
Price, Site Director at Boys 
and Girls Club-Sullivan. 
“We’re proud of our diver-
sity.” (bgcphila.org).  

At the Caring People 
Alliance-Adaire OST Pro-
gram, a Christmas orna-
ment hung next to a drei-
del. Nearby, students drew 
pictures of a kinara, the 
candle holder used during 
Kwanzaa celebrations. 
(caringpeoplealliance.org).   

Students at Centro 

Nueva Creacion learned 
about Three Kings’ Day. 
The PBL project culmi-
nated in a play, depicting 
the story of the Three Wise 
Men, attended by friends 
and family. (goodlands.org). 

Students made the cos-
tumes, and even designed, 
constructed and painted the 
set with the help of a local 
artist, Danny Polanco. 

At Lutheran Children’s 
and Family Services-
Mayfair, youth researched 
the Christmas traditions of 
other countries, and per-
formed the traditional songs 
and dances they learned.  

“It brought out a whole 
new confidence,” Cynthia 
Robinson, the Site Director, 
said. “They just blos-
somed.” (lcfsinpa.org). 

 

The Urban Blazers, a 
Philadelphia organization 
committed to exposing 
urban youth to outdoor 
activities, accompanied the 
St. Martin de Porres 
(Lehigh) middle school 
Girls’ Group to Go Verti-
cal, a rock climbing gym 
just north of Center City.  
(urbanblazers.org) 

Site Director Nancy 
Hecker explained that the 
trip was a new, confidence-
building experience for 
most of her students.  The 
outing was the first event in 
an on-going relationship 
between the agencies. 
“They’re a great group to 
partner with,” Ms. Hecker 

said of the Urban Blazers. 
“The volunteers were won-
derful.” Meanwhile, the 
students are already antici-
pating warm weather activi-
ties like water-tubing. 

Centro Nueva Students Pose, in Costume, Before the Play  

Students Rock Climb 
with Urban Blazers 
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Other sites used holiday 
performances to instill con-
fidence in students. At   
Caring People Alliance-
Ferguson, youth sang holi-
day songs for the residents 
of Gray Manor, a retirement 
home in the community.  

Brennan Reichlin, Site 
Director at Ferguson, was 
pleased with the results.  
“The children were shy at 
first,” she said, “but half-
way through the first song 
they warmed up and sang 
their little hearts out!” 

Contact Us: 

St. Martin’s  student climbs 


