
Miguel Melendez, Direc-

tor of After-School/

Summer Programs for 

ASPIRA, Inc., will tell you 

that an OST Program is 

only as strong as its sup-

port system. This outlook 

is reflected in ASPIRA’s 

wide network of commu-

nity partners.  

Volunteers from the 

Einstein Medical Center 

conduct seminars on health 

and fitness. Students from 

Nueva Esperanza High 

School conduct art activi-

ties, lead Read Aloud 

groups and perform skits.  

Project YET literacy 

coach Mel Nazulme assists 

by identifying resources to 

help incorporate a strong 

literacy component into 

project-based learning ac-

tivities.  

The benefits of these 

partnerships are tangible. 

Due largely to the strength 

of its programming, AS-

PIRA has recently won a 

number of monetary 

awards, including a Com-

cast/Xfinity grant to open 

a “cyberschool.” 

Centro Nueva on “Today Show” 
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On a Tuesday afternoon at 

the Boys and Girls Club-

Lauretha Vaird, you might 

see students building a model 

of the rainforest or preparing 

classrooms for a holiday 

celebration. Since embracing 

project-based learning, each 

day is different than the next.  

Maria E. Garcia, the Pro-

gram Director at Lauretha 

Vaird, explains that, before 

PBL, each day’s activity had 

little to do with the next. But 

by using the PBL model, 

which encourages long-term 

planning, she designs activi-

ties with focus and purpose.  

This planning is evident in 

the classroom. A group  of 

fourth graders, while learning 

about tropical deforestation, 

write letters to Congressman 

and local media outlets. 

Other students attempt to 

separate oil from water to 

better understand the Gulf 

Coast oil spill.  

Ms. Garcia admits that 

she was initially hesitant to 

adopt a new program de-

sign. But after a year imple-

menting PBL, she has con-

fidence in the approach 

and is proud of the results. 

Most importantly, the stu-

dents benefit from her 

success.   

ASPIRA’s Partnerships Strengthen Program 

Miguel Melendez Talks “PBL” with ASPIRA students 

Boys and Girls 

Club Maximizes 

PBL Potential 

The after-school pro-

gram at Centro Nueva 

Creacion gained national 

attention when it was fea-

tured in a three-minute 

segment on the “Today 

Show.” Producers from the 

popular morning program 

came to Philadelphia to 

document Centro Nueva’s 

neighborhood photography 

project. Students were 

filmed photographing their 

neighborhood and talking 

about the role that Centro 

Nueva plays in their lives. 

The Attic featured in Philly Weekly  

The high school OST 

program at The Attic, an 

independent LGBTQ 

youth center, was featured 

in the November 2nd issue 

of the Philadelphia Weekly. 

Students at The Attic, in 

response to the recent 

spate of anti-gay bullying 

and teen suicide, have cre-

A BGC Student Completes 

a PBL Activity 

An OST program is only 

as strong as its support sys-

tem, and these days, AS-

PIRA is rock solid.  

 Welcome! 

Every day at PHMC, we 

hear exciting and inspiring 

stories about local OST 

programs. The work you do 

for the youth of Philadelphia 

is indispensible, and we are 

delighted to recognize your 

contributions.  

Each quarter, this news-

letter will serve as a forum to 

broadcast your highlights 

and successes. Call it a cur-

tain call, a pep rally, or a 

victory lap, but it is just our 

way of saying, “Keep up the 

good work!” 

ated a series of encouraging 

and supportive video mes-

sages directed towards gay 

teens. The video series is 

titled “It Gets Better 

When,” and will soon be 

available online.  

The article is available 

now at the website of the 

Philadelphia Weekly. 



 

OST Programs Shine During “Lights On” Events 

CORA Services performs “Lion King” 

Youth from CORA Ser-
vices at Thurgood Marshall 
Elementary School enter-
tained a crowd of nearly 
100 people with their rendi-
tion of Disney's “Lion 
King” this summer.  Stu-
dents and staff designed 

sets, props and costumes, 
choreographed song and 
dance routines and per-
formed a three-act version 
of the popular movie.  

Every student had a role 
in the design or perform-
ance of the production.  

For the 11th consecutive 

year, the work of OST 

programs was celebrated 

across the country at 

“Lights On Afterschool” 

events. President Obama 

issued a special message 

applauding afterschool 

programs, while governors 

in all 50 states proclaimed 

October 21st “Lights On 

Afterschool Day.”   

Here in Philadelphia, 

OST programs throughout 

the city held Lights On 

events. At the Feltonville 

School of Arts and Sci-

ences, Episcopal Commu-

nity Services held their 8th 

annual Lights On After-

school celebration. Leaders 

from the community and 

the city were recognized for 

their support of OST pro-

gramming, including the  

Director of Policy and 

Evaluation for the Deputy 

Mayor’s Office of Health & 

Opportunity, Tom Sheaffer. 

 

The Middle School 

Group held its first meet-

ing on November 4th at 

PHMC.  Thirty-one provid-

ers met to share their suc-

cesses and challenges, and 

discuss topics like project-

based learning and youth 

retention.  

Maria Walker, from the 

Afterschool Activities Part-

nership (ASAP), also at-

tended, and spoke about 

the resources and activities 

offered by her agency.  

PHMC will host another 

meeting in April, on a date 

to be determined. Mean-

while, a Google Group, 

where programs can share 

ideas and resources, can be 

accessed at the address 

listed in the “Contact Us” 

section of this newsletter.     

Holy Innocents Students Show Their “Lights On” T-Shirts 

Middle School Providers 

Meet, Share Ideas 
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215-825-8203 
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Fiscal Monitors  
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Duane Watts    215-825-8214 
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Find Us Online At: 

http://ostprojects.wordpress.com 

http://groups.google.com/middleschoolworkgroup 

 

We want to hear from you! To contribute articles or topics, 

please contact Jason Schwalm, jschwalm@phmc.org 

Also, students competed for 

cash prizes in a Youth Tal-

ent Showcase. 

Catholic Charities of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

celebrated Lights On at a 

number of sites. At Holy 

Innocents, students made 

Lights On T-shirts, and 

wore those shirts to a party 

held on October 21st.  

Students at St. Martin de 

Porres (Lehigh) decorated 

the building with paper 

light bulbs in preparation 

for the Lights On event. 

Snacks were served, and 

parents signed a petition 

requesting continued gov-

ernment funding for after-

school programs. 

Lights On events offered 

OST providers an opportu-

nity to celebrate their work, 

and take a bow. Next year’s 

event is scheduled for Oc-

tober 20. 

Contact Us: 


